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CONFIDENTIAL STOCKHOLM 1241 

FOR AMBASSADOR FROM ECON COUNSELOR SHERWOOD 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: EAIR, SW, TS 

SUB J : SWEDISH AIR TRAFFIC CONTROL SYSTEM 
REF: (A) 77 STOCKHOLM 5172, (B) 77 TUNIS 9269 

1 . GUNNAR WEDELL, PRESIDENT OF SWEDISH ELECTRONICS FIRM, DATA- 
SAAB, PROBABLY VISITING TUNIS FROM LATE AFTERNOON RE DATA- 
SAAB'S AIR TRAFFIC CONTROL (ATC) SYSTEM. I TOLD WEDELL SOME 
TIME AGO I THOUGHT HE WOULD FIND MUCH BENEFIT FROM DISCUSSING 
TUNISIAN SCENE WITH YOU OR YOUR STAFF, AND, I SUGGEST, THAT 
YOU MIGHT FIND THE DATA-SAAB-GOT DEAL OF INTEREST. ACCORD- 
INGLY, WEDELL WILL GET IN TOUCH WITH EMBASSY AFTER ARRIVAL 
AND ASK FOR AN APPOINTMENT. HE WILL BE ACCOMPANIED BY A SALES 
MANAGER AND AN OFFICIAL OF THE SKANDANAVISKA ENSKILDA BANKEN 
("SE BANK"). 

2. FOR YOUR BACKGROUND INFORMATION, WEDEL WAS FOR YEARS 
WITH IBM IN THE US, THEN HEADED IBM'S SCANDINAVIAN RESEARCH 
LABORATORY IN STOCKHOLM BEFORE BECOMING HEAD OF STANSAAB, 

AN ELECTRONICS FIRM WHICH WAS 50 PERCENT HELD BY THE SAAB 
COMPANY (CARS, AIRCRAFT, ETC.) AND 50 PERCENT GOS. STANSAAB 
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IS INSTALLING AN AIR TRAFFIC CONTROL SYSTEM IN THREE USSR 
AIRPORTS UNDER A CONTRACT WHICH CAUSED CONSIDERABLE DISCUSSION 
BETWEEN THE USG AND STANSAAB IN 1976-77 DUE TO US COMPONENTRY 
INCLUDED IN THE SWEDISH EQUIPMENT. APPROVAL WAS FINALLY 
GIVEN BY USG IN 1977. STANSAAB MERGED ON JANUARY 1 OF THIS 
YEAR WITH DATA-SAAB AS SWEDEN'S LARGEST COMPUTER PRODUCER, 
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WITH WEDELL AS PRESIDENT. 

3. IT IS INTERESTING TO NOTE THAT TUNISIANS ARE DIVERSIFYING 
SOURCES, OR CONTINUING TO DIVERSIFY SOURCES OF SUPPLY, FOR 
SOPHISTICATED EQUIPMENT. WEDELL SAID LM ERICSSON OF SWEDEN 
HAD WON OUT OVER THOMPSON CSF OF FRANCE ON A TUNISIAN RADAR 
CONTRACT. 

KENNEDY-MINOTT 
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